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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
Q the international application as originally filed. 

fx] the description, pages 1-3, 5-8, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 4, received on 6 September 2004 with the letter of 1 September 2004 

fx] the claims, pages 10,11, as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 9 , received on 6 September 2004 with the letter of 1 September 2004 

|"x] the drawings, pages 1/3-3/3, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
(~) the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. - With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

[ | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

pretiminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

f~| contained in the international application in written form 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| [ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing lias 
been furnished 

4. [~| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| ] the description, pages 

| | me claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. / 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
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Industrial applicability (LA) 
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1-12 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 



(0 

GO 



SU 820832 
FR 2286662 



(iii) US 4437546 

(iv) US 5494133 



Novelty Qfl and Inventive S tep flS^ Claims 1-12 



Claim 1: All of the features defined in this amended claim are explicitly disclosed in each of citations (i) 

and (ii). 

For example, in citation (i) at column 3, lines 8-12, there is described a descent apparatus having a 
cable whose free end (10) is attachable to a fixed structure (such as a building) with the remainder 
of the cable wrapped around drum (7). A person grips handles (13) and jumps from the building 
to descend Gear pump (3) arranged between drum (7) and drum mounting axle (1) functions as a 
braking arrangement and controls the rotational speed of drum (7) and thus the speed of descent as 
the cable unwinds. 

Similar comments apply to page 3 of citation (ii) which envisages an alternative construction 
having rope 6 attached to the building and the device being attached by a harness to the person 
evacuating the building. 

Claims 2-12: The minor features added by each of these claims are also explicitly disclosed in either one of 
citations (i) or (ii). 
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location from which the apparatus is directly suspended 
with the cable or rope unwinding at a controlled rate as 
t^e load or person descends, rather than an apparatus 
following a- twisted configuration of a cable or rope which 
in turn has to have its lower end anchored at ground level 
in order to operate . 

Disclosure of the Invention 

The invention therefore envisages a descent 
apparatus for loads and/or persons, said apparatus 
including a cable or rope having one end adapted to fixed 
at an elevated location with the remainder of the cable or 
rope being wound around an inner pulley rotatably mounted 
within an outer housing via an axle shaft, wherein the 
outer housing is adapted to be attached directly to the 
load and/or person, and wherein the relative rotation 
between the inner pulley and the axle shaft is controlled 
by a closed circuit gear pump the gears of which form 
transmission means between the inner pulley and the axle 
shaft, said closed circuit gear pump forming part of a 
hydraulic circuit containing a constriction to control the 
speed of the pump and thus the speed of rotation of the 
inner pulley about the axle shaft and as a consequence the 
speed of descent of the descent apparatus as the cable or 
rope unwinds from the inner pulley. 

Preferably the size of the constriction is fixed 
so as to provide a single predetermined speed of descent. 

Alternatively the size of the constriction may be 
variable to provide for different speeds of descent. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

° ne preferred embodiment of the invention will 
now be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which > 
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THE MM DEPIOTHa m THVEHTIOH ARE AS FOI^oWS, 
1;,, * descent apparatus for loads and/or persona 

aoeaa..., ^ b "" s "'"»' arouna an innar nullav 

air.«w to rL Ja.r ^ " 8l ° a *' * d * Eted 10 "'«>»« 
mi..... ™ d/or Ps'son, ana wherein the 

° r rope "nwiads from the inner pulley. 
2. A descent apparatus as claimed in claim l 

provide a sxngle predetermined speed of descent. 

25 wherein tht apparatUB as cl ^<- in Claim 1, 

providt £S . —triction «y be variable to 

provide fpi. different speeds of descent. 

Preceding A^Tl^^? " ^ «- ° f «- 

30 ehaped member havilo I! ! PUlley include * « «*■- 

hoth of me^rs"arrv n ra e L « * — * 

flanges betweenTh^ "d«lly outwardly extending 

cable L tl 3 SPaC6 18 de? lned to reta in the 

cable or rope around the pulley. 

wherein «,» deSCent *»«*t.u. as claimed in ciaizu 4, 

- inner TT ^ — ^ 

e& vity which contains said closed circuit 
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